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We are pleased to announce a special event ð The 2010 Equi-Challenge ðand present 

an opportunity for you to partner with us to achieve a common goal: advancing equine health and 

wellness. 

  

Equi-Challenge will celebrate the versatility of the horse ð a majestic animal that has 

captured our hearts and minds alike and, at the same time, support the creation of a unique 

Equine Sports Medicine and Reproduction Centre at the world-leading Ontario Veterinary 

College (OVC) at the University of Guelph. 

Equi-Challenge will be even bigger and better the second time around. The inaugural 

multi-discipline equine event in Canada, held in 2009 was so successful that it will be an annual 

signature event for the University of Guelph in support of equine health. 

This high-profile equine challenge will showcase all major sport disciplines ð high 

performance Olympic disciplines, western, racing, polo and driving ð and attract luminaries 

from across the equine industry: riders, owners, trainers, breeders and veterinarians.  

As a leader in the equine industry, you are uniquely positioned to partner with us to 

advance equine health and wellness through this new Centre, poised to become a global leader 

for its innovation in equine sports medicine, including diagnostics, clinical care, research and 

education. 

We would like you to consider supporting this prestigious event and have enclosed an 

information package about the Equi-Challenge, which includes an overview of sponsorship and 

patronage opportunities. We ask that you take a moment to learn about this signature event and 

the innovative Centre it will help bring to life ð an outstanding addition to the University and 

equine community.  

 

 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Elizabeth A. Stone 

Dean 

 

 



 

Event Overview  
The inaugural Equi -Challenge ô09 was the first-ever multi -discipline equine fundraising 

event held in Canada. A VIP ticketed event with over 500 guests , this equine challenge 

involved all the major sport disciplines within the horse industry: racing, high 

performance Olympic disciplines, western barrel racing, polo and driving.  

 

Participants rode in teams, with riders switching their sport discipline fo r this event ñ 

show jumpers were barrel racing, dressage riders played polo and jockeys jumped 

hurdles.  

 

The venue for this yearõs marquee event will be the beautiful Halton Place equestrian 

complex, nestled within the horse community of Halton Hills. An e levated VIP tent filled 

with sumptuous food and drink will overlook the competition rings. Guest will include 

luminaries from each of the sport disciplines: riders, owners, trainers, breeders and 

veterinary practitioners.  

 

The four-hour evening will begin with the main team events commencing at 6 p.m. in 

the ring. Choreographed for good sport and entertainment, the Challenge will flow 

between team competit ion at ringside to the gourmet  food and music in the VIP tent.  

 

Equi-Challenge will be an evening to celebrate the diversity of a majestic animal ñ the 

horse ñ and support the new Equine Sports Medicine and Reproduction Centre at the 

world -leading Ontario Veterinary College (OVC), University of Guelph.  

 

Date: Thursday August 26, 2010  

Location: Halton Plac e, Halton Hills (Ontario)  

 

Contacts:  

Liz Shaughnessy     Meg Harris  

905.880.8053      416.400.9978 

liz@lizshaughnessy.com     megharris@sympatico.ca  
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OVC Health Sciences Centre  

Equine Sports Medicine and Reproduction 

Centre  
A FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN PRIORITY 

 

 
EQUINE SPORTS MEDICINE 
 

Á Separate , specialized facility for equine athletes  

Á Direct access to top specialists in equine sports medicine  

Á Advanced  lameness evaluation, with capability to evaluate horses in an all -

weather riding arena  with retractable doors  

Á State -of -the -art diagnostic equipment, including a high -speed treadmill  and 

digital imaging , for performance -limiting lameness, respiratory and 

c ardiovascular problems  

 

EQUINE REPRODUCTION 

Á Separate facilities for stallions and for mares and foals  

Á Sophisticated reproduction services  - fertility evaluation, semen freezing , 

artificial insemination, embryo transfer , and other advanced reproductive 

tec hnologies  



 

 

EQUI-CHALLENGE SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES 
Thursday, August 26, 2010  

Halton Place, Georgetown, Ontario  

Presenting Sponsor:  

 

Presenting Sponsor status provides premier brandi ng on all event pre -promotion, 

onsite visibility and post event coverage along with presenting sponsor status 

during the event including signage, signage jump, display advertisement in 

program, acknowledgement by the MC and corporate presentation.  

 

Pre-Event publicity as presenting sponsor includes:  

 

¶ Advertising placed in principle horse magazines (Horse Sport, Canadian 

Thoroughbred, Horse Canada and Canadian Sportsman) - $15,000 value.  

¶ Announcement in OVCõs alumni magazine The Crest (6,000 issues - May) 

in The Portico (78,000 copies - May) and Equine Guelphõs newsletter 

(spring 30,000 copies). (Editorial; postcard blow -in or advertising as suited)  

¶ Premier location on dedicated event page of OVC website from April 

through to year -end with sponsor link (appro ximately 50,000 visits per 

month).  

¶ Pre-event publicity and media relations (April through August) to key 

equine media for Canadian horse industry including websites.  

¶ Principle recognition on display ads, posters, postcards, VIP tickets and 

email ticket pro motions.  
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Onsite:  

¶ Principle recognition in event program with display ad and presenting 

sponsor designation on front cover.  

¶ 2 VIP tables of 10 each with corporate table signage.  

¶ Entrance signage (2 locations).  

¶ Ring signage (4).  

¶ Signature jump.  

¶ Ack nowledgements by MC.  

¶ Inclusion in opening ceremonies with OVC principles.  

¶ Presentation, with OVC, to individual and team winner.  

 

Post Event: 

¶ Permanent recognition on donor wall of new OVC Equine Sport Medicine 

and Reproduction Centre.  

¶ Photo visibility in post event coverage and corporate thank -youõs in OVC 

media and all major horse industry.  

¶ Recognition in OVC òCrestó (Alumni) spring magazine issue (6,000 copies) 

and Portico (May 18,000 copies) and Equine Guelphõs newsletter (Spring 

30,000 copies).  

¶ Event summary of all publicity and event execution materials.  

 

 

Media $ Value $100,000.00 reaching 1.2 million people.  

Sponsorship Fee           $20,000.00 plus taxes  
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Team Sponsors :  

 

As one of four team sponsor in OVCõs Equi-Challenge mult i-discipline equine 

celebration , each team sponsor will receive naming rights to one of four teams 

with option to provide official clothing for riders:  

Pre-Event: 

¶ Logo inclusion in display advertising.  

¶ Recognition in OVCõs ôThe Crestõ (alumni) magazine, The Portico and 

Equine Guelphõs spring issue. (Editorial; postcard blow-in or advertising)  

¶ Inclusion as a team sponsor on dedicated  event page on OVC website 

dedicated event page with sponsor link.  

¶ Team sponsor re cognition on posters, postcards, and VIP tickets and email 

tickets promotions.  

Onsite:  

¶ 1 VIP table of 10 with corporate table signage ($3,000 value).  

¶ Team sponsor entrance signage (recognizing 4 team sponsors).  

¶ Ring signage (2).  

¶ Acknowledgement by MC.  

¶ Ackn owledgement in event program as a team sponsor e.g. ôTeam 

Dodgeõ. 

¶ Photo session with team and team sponsor guests.  

Post Event: 

¶ Recognition in OVC media and horse industry magazines  

¶ Recognition in OVC òCrestó (alumni) newsletter January (6,000 copies) 

¶ Recog nition in October issue of Equine Guelph Newsletter (30,000 copies) 

and Equine Guelph mailing list as well as news releases to equine 

associations and media.  

¶ Executive summary of all publicity and event execution materials.  

 

Sponsorship Fee             $8,500.00 plus taxes  
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Discipline Sponsors:  

 

As one of three discipline sponsors in OVCõs Equi-Challenge multi -discipline 

equine celebration, discipline sponsors will receive the following with option to 

provide horse apparel for the discipline horses : 

Pre-event:  

 

¶ Logo inclusion in display advertising  

¶ Recognition on dedicated event page of OVC website.  

¶ Recognition in OVCõs ôThe Crestõ (alumni) magazine (spring 6,000 copies) 

Portico (May 78,000 copies) and Equine Guelph newsletter (Spring 30,000 

copies)  (Editorial or advertising)  

¶ Inclusion as a discipline sponsor on OVC website dedicated event page 

with sponsor link  

¶ Discipline sponsor recognition on posters, postcards, and VIP tickets and 

email ticket promotions  

Onsite:  

¶ 1 VIP table of 10 with corporate t able signage ($3,000 value)  

¶ Discipline sponsor entrance signage (recognizing 3 discipline sponsors)  

¶ Ring signage (2 of which 1 is placed in main ring and one in discipline ring)  

¶ Acknowledgement by MC  

¶ Acknowledgement in event program as a discipline sponsor  (e.g. ôDodge 

Barrel Racingõ) 

¶ Disciplines: Showing jumping ð 2 sign jumps; barrel racing ð 5 barrel (vinyl) 

signs; driving ð signage on 4 driving vehicles  

Post Event: 

¶ Recognition in OVC media and horse industry magazines  

¶ Recognition in OVC òCrestó (alumni) newsletter spring (6,000 copies)  

¶ Recognition in fall issue of Equine Guelph Newsletter (30,000 copies)  

Sponsorship Fee             $7,500.00 plus taxes  
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Corporate Sponsors  - $5,000 

 

VIP table of 10 with corporate table signage  

In-ring signag e (2)  

Recognition in program as a corporate sponsor  

Acknowledgement of corporate sponsor by MC  

Recognition on entrance signage  

 

 

Corporate Partners*  - $3,500 

 

VIP table of 10 with corporate table signage  

Recognition in evening program  as a corporate sponso r 

Inring signage (1) - supplied or can be made at cost ($300/sign)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Event Contacts:   

 

Liz Shaughnessy   Meg Harris  

liz@lizshaughnessy.com   megharris@sympatico. ca  

905.880.8053   416.400.9978 
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EQUI-CHALLENGE 2010 - MARKETING PLAN 

     

SPONSOR 

PUBLICATION 

 

CIRCULATION  ISSUE DEADLINE DISTRIBUTION CONFIRMATION 

CREST (UofG/OVC) 

                 

6,600  Winter 09/10  November 3 '09  January '10  October '09  

*postcard blown in due Apr 1  

                 

6,600  Summer '10  February 25 '10  May '10  January '10  

for delivery May 3 (6600 pcs)  

     

      

PORTICO (UofG/OVC)  

               

89,000  Winter 09/10  November 3 '10  January '10  October '09  

 

               

89,000  Summer '10  February 25 '10  May '10  January '10  

 

               

89,000  Winter 10/11  November  '10  January '11  October '10  

      

EQUINE GUELPH NEWSLETTER 

               

30,000  Spring '10 January '10  March/April '10  January '10  

      

HORSE SPORT 

               

10,000  June '10  April 9 '10 May '10  March '10  

 

               

10,000  July '10 May 10 '10  June '10  April '10 

 

               

10,000  Aug '10  June 10 '10  July '10 May '10  

      

HORSE CANADA 

               

18,000  May/June '10  March 18 '10  May '10  February '10  

 

               

18,000  July/August '10  May 18 '10  July '10 April '10 

 

    

    

CANADIAN THOROUGHBRED 

                 

6,000  June '10  April 23 '10 June '10  March '10  

 

                 

6,000  July/August '10  May 27 '10  July '10 April '10 

 

    

    

CANADIAN SPORTSMAN 

                 

4,000  May 20 '10  May 5 '10  May 20 '10  April '10 

 

                 

4,000  June 10 '10  May 26 '10  June 10 '10  May '10  

 

                 

4,000  July 1 '10 June 16 '10  July 1 '10 June '10  

 

                 

4,000  July 22 '10 July 7 '10 July 22 '10 June '10  

      
Please note sponsor confirmation deadlines for inclusion in Equi -Challenge display ads throughout the season.  

      
Above schedule, dated January 2010, is subject to changes/additions.  

   

 

 

 

 



2009  EQUI-CHALLENGE TESTIMONIALS 

 
 

What a fantastic event Ô I hope it will be great success for the University. It 

should become an annual event and IÙd love be part of it for a long time. 

Ian Millar, Show Jumpingõs ôCaptain  Canadaõ 

 

 

IÙm going to be sore in the morning, but it was a lot of fun for a great cause. If 

theyÙll ask me again, IÙll be back. IÙll get some more practice and next year IÙll 

be better.  

Sandy Hawley, Thoroughbred racing legend  

 

 

Equi - Challenge is an event that offers so much for sponsors because it appeals 

to every equine discipline and supports a great cause.  It combines world - class 

equine entertainment, star appeal and superb cuisine all rolled into one.  

Where else can you see jockeys performing dressage or standardbred drivers 

barrel racing?  My customers were t hrilled with the experience and Liz and 

her team provided great ideas to help make the most of our company presence.  

A not - to- be- missed event!  

Carol Jakel, DVM, Bayer Animal Health, Team Sponsor  

 

 

What a huge thrill it was to be a part of the PREMIER FUN  

EQUESTRIAN EVENT OF THE YEAR! Breathtaking Venue.  Clockwork, 

Organization. Outstanding Food. All for an outstanding cause!  We look 

forward to it again next year!!  

 Marc M. Nicols ð CEO, Equestrian Factory Outlet Inc, Official Apparel 

Supplier  
 

 

The turnou t is magnificent and the organizers have put on something that is 

so unique. It gives me goose bumps to think we can get all the different facets 

of the industry coming together for one thing -  thatÙs the horse. 

Emma Jayne Wilson, Queensõ Plate Winner 
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It was a rousing success, well attended and lots of fun. Just wanted to 

say thanks for letting us get involved and congrats on a great event.  

Gary Van Bolderen, President, Dutch Masters Construction Service, Team 

Sponsor 

 

 

Equi - Challenge was a g reat success!   It brought together a terrific 

variety of horsemen and equine personalities, for the greater  welfare of 

the horse.  

Jim Elder, former Olympic Show Jumping Team member  

 

 

I was absolutely knocked out by your event. Congratulations!!! So much 

potential to sell through to all disciplines. I am sure the Øjungle drumsÙ 

are beating for next year.  

Sue Bundy, Bank of Montreal, and Equi -Challenge guest  

 

 
With the equine world so large it is very rare that  people from all disciplines 

get an opportunity t o get together.  Bringing together the many disciplines of 

equine  was beneficial to competitors; sponsors and fans. Looking forward to 

Equi - Challenge 2010.  

Ross and Barb Millar, Rodeo Management Group  

 

 

It was exhilarating and a privilege to have been a pa rt of. Everyone 

should be very proud of the uniqueness, quality and pure enjoyment 

that Equi - Challenge provided.  

Allan Ehrlick, Ontario Equestrian Federation, Director & Past President  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


